
Falcon Homeschool Program Newsletter

September 5, 6 and 7 2023

UPCOMING DATES:
September 5, 6 and 7th: School Picture Day

September 12th, 13th, 14th: Parent Partnership Meetings
October 6: Social Event (optional)

October 9-20: October Break, no classes
October 26: School wide field trip to Rock Ledge Ranch

Front Desk Number: (719) 495-5373

Class Updates:
Arts and STEM Exploration
Ms. Jill
It’s PictureWeek!! Come ready for class and
individual photos, even if you attend enrichment on
another day of the week! During our arts rotation
this week, we will look at and listen to the woodwind
family and discuss how these types of instruments
create sound and how they are similar and different.
For our art tasks, we will work on primary, secondary,
and neutral colors as we begin to wrap up our look at
the element of color. Please email me at
jill.foster@d49.org with any questions that come to
your mind!

Ms. Katrina
This week in STEM we will be investigating timbre
and different sound waves with a maze listening
challenge. Students will use tech time to explore
Chrome music lab. Students have been working on a
3D project about me, and will be finishing this up this
week. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any
questions. Email:katrina.trujillo@d49.org

Ms. Stacy’s Class (K-1)
Comb that hair and bring your best SMILE as this is
picture week! Students will be taking individual and
class photos. You can read more about it below if you
have any questions.
This week in Social Studies, we will be talking about
what rules and law are and how they are the same
and different. In Science, we will be looking more
closely at the crust of our earth and what it is made
up of.
Thank you for sending in those water bottles.
Students have needed hydration during these hot
days we have been having recently.
Have a fantastic week and please don't hesitate to
contact me with any questions or concerns.
stacy.kley@d49.org

Ms. Kassi’s 2/3 Class
Get ready to say, “Cheese!” This week we will be taking
school pictures at FHEP. Students will be able to take
an individual and a class photo.
In Social Studies, Patriots, we will continue our study
of America by discussing our nation’s bird, the bald
eagle and the National Park System. We will highlight
our first national park, Yellowstone.
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In science, we will continue our unit on rocks,
erosion, and landforms by learning some
hydrosphere forms of water. Students will participate
in a gallery walk with their teams and discuss the
differences between bodies of water on the Earth. .
Please do not hesitate to email me anytime with any
questions or concerns at kassi.nemeth@d49.org.

Ms Leanne’s Class (4-5)
Say Cheese! Bring your smile this week for our class
pictures and individual pictures. Speaking of pictures,
if your child would like to share something during our
morning meeting, feel free to send me a picture that I
can show the class. Pictures of our pets are fun to
show our friends.
This week we will be learning chants with hand
motions about our country's energy producers. We’ll
also keep working on 10 causes of the Civil War. For
art, we will be learning how pictures can be used to
share information. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you
have any questions or concerns

leanne.mckinney@d49.org

Ms Katrina’s Class (6-7)
It is picture day this week! All students will be in a
class picture for each day they attend. This includes
Bridge and Enrichment students. Students will also
be taking an individual picture. In Science this week
we will learn the levels of organization within an
ecosystem. Wolf pack groups have been really
creative with the creation of their pack poster and the
den. In social studies, students will begin work with
their polis group to plan activities and pick which
challenges their city will complete. Some students
are choosing to create Greek costumes. If anyone has
old, plain color bed sheets to donate, or can purchase
a few at the local thrift store, I would greatly
appreciate this contribution to our costume creation
cause. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any
questions. Email:katrina.trujillo@d49.org

PROGRAM REMINDERS

Picture Day–This Week!
Picture day is this week! September 5th, 6th, and 7th. Every year we schedule a professional
photographer to come in and take school photos. Photos are taken on the same day that your student
attends classes. There is no need for a parent to come on a special day or time......

Please do not send your student to school in a costume or hats on this day!

The photographer will be in the building from 9 AM to 12:30 PM on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, September 5th, 6th, and 7th. They will take both individual and class photos.

We use the company Inter-State Studio and they have shifted to an online ordering format. They have
asked for a list of parent emails which help to add an extra layer of security to their online store and
ensure a customer is verified and allowed to purchase for a particular student.

Inter-State Studio will then be able to directly send parents:

● Picture Day Reminders with links to order online before Picture Day

● An email with a link to view their student's picture and order online shortly after Picture
Day, if they did not preorder
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More information about ordering will be available soon. If you would NOT like your email shared,
please message Ms. Rachel at rachel.white@d49.org

FHP@ IVES Program-Wide Field Trip, at Rock Ledge Ranch October 26th

More information and Surveys to come, but we will need chaperones and drivers. If you are
interested in being one, please fill out the application at https://www.d49.org/volunteer

Parent Partnerships Meetings September 12, 13, 14 8:30-9:30 AM
(Coffee with Katie)

We are thrilled to welcome our families to our upcoming Parent Partnerships meeting scheduled

for Sept 12, 13, and 14 from 8:30-9:30 AM in the multipurpose room at school. As always, these
meetings are 100% optional. We assume it is a little easier to attend these meetings if we offer a
session each day of the week while your child/children are attending classes with us. There is no
difference from one session to the next, so please try to attend when convenient. We realize you may
have other children in tow, and it is completely your choice to bring/not bring them along.

This year’s focus is on reading and writing strategies that you can implement with most English
Language Arts curriculums used. This first meeting will focus on summarizing techniques, mainly for
elementary grades, and really it can be implemented with guided reading picture books, short stories,
articles, and even chapter books. I’ll be leading the session that will go over this instructional
strategy, and we’ll have a chance to try this summarization strategy ourselves, so be ready to practice
with me! I’m looking forward to seeing you there!

Falcon Homeschool Shirts/Hoodies:

We have been working with one of our homeschool Mom’s, Brandy Wilson, to have shirts/hoodies for
our school to be available for ordering. If you have children in the academic program she has worked
with us there. She is finalizing an order form that we are hoping to have ready by Tuesday Sept. 5th.
We will allow for a 3 week ordering window and will then collect order forms along with payment.
Different sizes, colors, and designs will be available, details will follow!

Pet Policy
*For safety reasons, any non-service animal is not permitted on school grounds. Dogs and other small
animals may be gentle at home but unpredictable at school when confronted by a large number of
unfamiliar children. Parents/guardians, we also ask that you do not bring dogs to school events such as
field day or when picking up children.

*From our Student Handbook, page 22
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Notice of Intent - Filing with the District

If you still need to file your NOI with the district, please send it to D49 Central Registration at
registration@d49.org

Parent Portal Account Access

If you are still having issues logging into your account, please email Nancy Carder
(nancy.carder@d49.org)

Please make sure you have filled out the Beginning of School Paperwork -
D49 PowerSchool Parent Portal: PowerSchool Parent Portal Link
We need the following forms for each Enrichment student, as soon as possible:

1. D49 Annual Health Forms
2. FHP Parent/Student Handbook Signature Page–FHP Parent Student Handbook Link:

2023-2024 FHP Parent-Student Handbook.pdf

3. D49 Computer Network Agreement
4. BRIDGE STUDENTS ONLY: FHP MAP - Mutually Agreed Upon Plan

STAR 360 is Here–August 21-September 21, 2023
Due to an abundance of interest, we have decided to make STAR 360 assessments ready earlier than
we have in years past, and we will make it available again in January and in the spring as well.

Established in the 2019-2020 school year, STAR 360 continues to be a great testing option on a
voluntary (no requirement) basis for FHP students. This option is available to all enrolled FHP
students, is free of charge, and gives nearly instant results that will be sent to you via email. The goal
of including this as an option to parents is to allow for another layer in our partnership with you.

Some benefits of STAR 360* include:

*It can be taken multiple times throughout the school year. This can give you vital information about
your student's strengths and areas of growth in real-time. This empowers you to adjust your
homeschooling instruction to set goals that can be measured regularly.
*STAR is a nationally normed test that you can use as (or in addition to) the state requirements
for odd year (grades 3-11) testing.
*STAR assesses in both reading and math and is aligned to Colorado State Standards.
*Most assessments take 20-30 minutes as it utilizes a computer-adaptive design, meaning that
questions quickly become individualized, allowing for efficiency and accuracy.
*As always, student information is kept private.
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If you’re ready to get started, here is what you can expect:

What to Expect:

1) The STAR test takes about 20-35 minutes per section. There are two sections--Reading

and Math, so the total for the test will take about 60 minutes.

2) The test is on the computer and timed. As far as I know, there is not a clock in the top

right corner that counts down, but please instruct your child to still answer each question

even if the time expires.

3) You will get an email with the results fromMs. Katie. The results will include an overall

score in both reading and math that can be used as a composite. You will also see your

student's National Percentile Rank (NPR). These are the two requirements for standardized

testing for compliance with the state of Colorado, so it fulfills your testing requirement at the

odd grade levels when homeschooling. Please be sure to send me an email so that I may

share the results with you when your child is finished.

4) I will see the results of the test, but I am not recording them anywhere. I just need to be

able to login to see the results and print them out for you. If you would like to discuss the

results, we can certainly schedule a time to do that so you're very clear on what the data tells

us.

5) If you are having your child complete the test at home, please make testing conditions as

quiet as possible. If your child is easily distracted or requires a very quiet room when testing,

please send him/her with ear plugs to block the noise. If you are testing at home, please do

your best to ensure that the environment is suitable for your child's best results. The test can

be paused as well if a sudden distraction arises. Also, please be sure to provide an

appropriate assessment proctoring experience (don’t help your child, don’t

give answers or hints, don’t read for them, etc).

Ready to Get Started?

The STAR 360 assessment fulfills the requirement for state testing, and if you send your results to Ms.

Kassi Nemeth (kassi.nemeth@d49.org), she can file the results on your behalf. To access the assessment,

please go to: clever.com/in/district49. This should prompt your student to login with their Google ID

(student number and password–password for all students is fhp2022). If you need that login information,

please send a quick email to Ms. Rachel (rachel.white@d49.org) and she can get that to you.

Once your child has logged into Clever, they should be able to click on the STAR Renaissance tab. There

will be the option to take STAR Reading and STAR Math. If your child is prompted to login to STAR, they

should use their student number (same number as in the Google ID) and the password is abc.

Just prior to starting the STAR360 assessment, it may prompt for a monitor password. That password

is admin.
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Home Administration of the STAR360 Assessment:

If you are using this assessment to submit records to the state, please be sure to proctor the

assessment with the same guidelines we would use at school: provide a quiet,

distraction-free space, don't give any answers/help with any answers, don't read the

question for your child.

The testing window spans August 21-September 21, 2023.

After your student takes the assessment, send Katie Boal (kathryn.boal@d49.org) a quick email and she

can get you the results. As always, please let us know if you have any questions.
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